
Hello everyone, 

As you probably know, we have just finished hosting our BLAST and AXIS 

programs online for the last 13 weeks. Thanks to all of you who have encouraged your 

youth to stay connected by attending these Zoom meetings! We have enjoyed these 

times together and have seen God move, but are really missing the face-to-face 

gatherings we are used to. As the province slowly opens back up, we are considering 

our options to do the same. 

As of right now, our plans are to continue our online ministry in the form of 

Game Nights, and provide in person meet ups of up to ten people. The online 

meetups will run on Tuesdays for our BLAST students and Wednesdays for our AXIS 

students, on both nights each group will meet from 7-8pm for an hour of games and an 

opportunity to connect with the community. 

While we are beginning to move back into our in person meetups, we want to 

acknowledge that many of you might not be comfortable with your students joining us 

for these meetups. We understand that and support those who feel this way, and in 

light of this, we are looking to offer these online events so your student can still have 

an opportunity to connect with the community. 

As for our in person meetups, the government of Ontario has allowed for 

meetings of up to 10 people at a time. With this in mind, we have decided that we will 

begin to host meetings of up to 10 people for our students. In the next week, we will 

be giving set time frames for students and leaders to sign up for in person meetings 

with social distancing rules in effect. The signups will be found online through email, 

facebook, instagram, and our website. 

The social distancing rules we are going to ask of all people involved is that 

they would keep a distance of 2 metres away from each other at all times. To go along 

with this, we are going to have our meetings, in the immediate future, only outside. 

There are a number of complications that are added to the equation when considering 

indoor activities. And so, given the warm weather we have during our summer, we have 

decided that all in person meetups will be outside until further notice. 

 With all this said, it should go without saying that the games involved during 

these in-person meetups will not be games that encourage or involve close contact 



with the people involved. Every game and activity done during this time will be games 

that allow for a consistent 2 metre distance to be maintained. 

 The locations that will be used during these meetup times are going to be 

Gateway church and neutral meetup locations such as parks and green spaces. We 

understand that the location might sway the decision as to whether or not you feel safe 

to let your student join in these meetups, and so we will be sure to provide the location 

on the signup and have different meetups that happen at varying locations. 

 Washrooms will be available at Gateway Church for students to use during the 

event hosted there. The washrooms will be cleaned before and after the event. During 

the event itself, students will be allowed to use the washroom one at a time and will be 

asked to wipe down the surfaces they’ve touched with a disinfectant wipe that will be 

provided for them. 

 We will not be requiring masks during this time with the students. Again, we 

understand that the topic of masks can be one that can affect the decisions made by 

you as parents in regards to your students joining us, but we feel that given our 

activities are outside and the use of social distancing rules that masks will not be 

required by all that attend. However, if anyone desires they would be more than 

welcome to wear a mask during these meetings. 

Finally, we will be asking that a waiver be completed by a student’s parent or 

guardian. This waiver is done to ensure that both parents and students know the both 

the expectations and associated risks of coming to an in-person in light of the virus. 

The waiver will be found within the sign up, and it will need to be completed before a 

student may participate in our in-person meetups. 

 We ask during this time that you would have grace for us as we begin walking 

through this process of opening up our youth groups to in person meetups. We are so 

excited to see everyone again, but realize that different families are going to have 

different opinions in regards to what is being done with these meetups. We too feel 

the tension right now, but have deemed this as the best way forward for our groups. 

If you have any issues, questions, or concerns, I ask that you would address them to 

me. You can contact me at wes@gw.church and/or you can call or text me at 

519-994-3061. 



It’s truly an honour to have been able to serve and support your students during this 

time and I am so looking forward to continue to do so during the summer. 

Wesley Dickson, 

Youth Pastor, Gateway Church. 


