
Dear Gateway Parents and Students, 

It’s nearly here! Our BLAST and AXIS kick-offs are fast approaching as we get into this 
September. It’s obviously cliché at this point to say it, but the times we are living in are 
unprecedented and that’s still the case. Right now, parents, you have sent your students into a 
school year that’s either on an online platform or in a never before seen in-person experience. 
Either way, we recognize that this fall is a new and most likely a stressful time for many of you 
and with this in mind we’ve decided to hold off on our BLAST and AXIS kick-offs until the end of 
September.  

With that said, the kick-offs are coming soon enough! Our first in-person events will be: 

Tuesday September 29 - BLAST 
Wednesday September 30 - AXIS 

Both events will be from 7:00-9:00pm at the church and will be held outside (washrooms will be 
available). 
  
The number one question right now on everyone’s minds, I’m sure, is “How will our BLAST and 
AXIS programs look?” To begin, let’s address the elephant in the room and talk about our safety 
protocols. Gateway’s physical distancing and face covering policy are in keeping with the 
regional bylaw. Our current policy for Gateway is: 

All persons entering or remaining in these premises shall maintain a physical distance 
of minimum 2 metres (6 feet) from other customers or staff. Where such distance 
cannot be achieved, you are required to wear a mask or a face covering which covers 
the nose, mouth, and chin, as required under Haldimand County By-Law No. 
2192-20.  

For the purposes of our student ministries, and to put things simply: wear your mask when 
moving. Therefore, during indoor activity times (the first hour or so of our program) students will 
be asked to wear their masks. The only time they will be allowed to take their masks off is in the 
second half of the program (during our devotional or small group times) when all students have 
been seated 6 feet apart from each other. During the second hour of our program, if a student 
needs to get up from their seat they must put their mask back on before doing so.  

We will also require hand sanitizing upon entry into the building and during other points in the 
night. We will avoid - as much as is possible - passing items between people. When possible we 
will sanitize any items for activities that might have to be passed between leaders or students.  

As you can see there are a number of new protocols that will be implemented in our programs. 
These new expectations will be well communicated to our students and we expect them to be 
followed. We are implementing a three strike system for our safety protocols. If a student 
intentionally breaks these rules twice they will have a conversation with Wes. And, if they 
intentionally break these rules a third time we will call their parents and ask them to be picked 
up. We understand much of the breaking of the protocols will most likely be a mistake or just 



forgetfulness, and we have a great deal of grace for that. Our concern is with students who 
intentionally create an unsafe place for other students, which we will not tolerate. 
  
Our protocol on exposure is close to what our school boards are doing. Any student testing 
positive for Covid-19 are expected to self-isolate for 14 days from symptom onset or their test 
date (if asymptomatic). The individual should also have no fever, and symptoms should be 
improving for at least 72 hours (if symptomatic) before attending an event. 

Parents will be notified if their teen attended an event which was attended by someone who 
tests positive for Covid-19. The person who tested positive will not be named. Those who were 
at the event with the person will be placed into two categories, low risk exposure or high risk 
exposure. High risk exposure can be defined as anyone who was within 6 feet of the student for 
longer than 15 minutes. Determining who falls into what classification of exposure will be made 
by the staff at the event in conjunction with the leaders. 

Those who are at low-risk exposure must either: wait 2 weeks to return to the program or have a 
negative Covid-19 test result. Those who are deemed to be at high risk exposure must wait 2 
weeks before coming back to the program.  

Our program order will be similar to before. We will begin with an hour or so of activities. We will 
be playing games and activities which can be done with our safety policies in mind. As always, 
but with special need given the circumstances, we want these nights to be both fun and safe. 
Games where items are not passed between students and those without high levels of physical 
exertion causing heavy breathing will be preferred.  

Following the activities portion of the night, we will enjoy our snack time. For both groups, 
snacks will most often be prepackaged. Any food that is being prepared will be given out in 
portions and not in a buffet style.  

Once snacks are given out, we will be going to our devotional and small group times. We will 
use the gym instead of the theatre room to ensure that the students can be properly distanced 
when seated. Each student will be asked to grab a chair that will be set out along the walls of 
the gym, they will then be asked to place their seat somewhere in the gym 6 feet away from 
anyone else, the leaders will go through and make sure that each student is properly distanced, 
and when everyone is seated, each student will be allowed to remove their mask if they wish. At 
this point, the students will be allowed to enjoy their snacks as they listen to the message. 

Small group times will follow directly after the message. Students at this point will be asked to 
put their masks back on, and will be directed to a room in the church to meet with their groups. 
Once the students are seated and properly distanced in their rooms, they will be allowed to 
remove their masks. A leader will then lead the students in an opportunity to talk about what was 
learned about that night and lead in prayer.  

For dismissal at the end of the night, we ask that parents come to the door and we will go and 
get their students from their small group rooms. We are doing this in order to keep the exiting 
process as orderly and as safe as possible.  



Finally, for each and every night this year, we ask students to pre-register. The pre-
registration link can be found by navigating our social media pages or through our website at 
gw.church under our youth tab. The purpose of this is so that students can fill out our screening 
questions in relation to Covid-19 symptoms and travel. The other reason we are having pre-
registration this year is that we are limited in the number of people we can have at Gateway’s 
property at one time. For the first 3-4 events, we are looking to have them outside, if the 
weather permits, and so our capacity is going to be 80 students for those nights. The following 
nights or when we are indoors we will have a limit of 40 students. 

We realize that, depending on numbers, we might have to be creative with how we provide 
space for our students in our programs. We have no definite statement right now on what will 
happen if we are at our limit for BLAST or AXIS. The outdoor nights will give us an opportunity to 
evaluate what our numbers might look like for this year, and we will make a decision on what to 
do with both groups when we have that better idea on numbers.  

BLAST and AXIS will look different than years past, there’s no doubt about that. But the program 
is still going to be up and running, and God is going to do some amazing things as He always 
does. During this time, we ask that you have grace and patience with us as leaders. Please 
remember that the leaders who are serving your students are learning all of this as you are too. 
We are looking to do the best we can for your students, as we always do. 

I understand that this is all a lot of information to take in, but with all of it said, I can confidently 
say that we are so excited to have your students back to our programs. We know how important 
the BLAST and AXIS communities are to our students, and during a time like this, we are very 
glad we are able to bring the programs back. Personally, I can’t wait to see everyone again! 
And, as always, it’s a joy to serve you and your families. If you have any questions or concerns, 
you can email me at wes@gw.church and call or text me at 519-994-3061.  

Looking forward to it, 

Wesley Dickson 
Youth Pastor 

 


